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2 . CLAIMS 

1. A water treatment method comprising the steps of treating 
an aqueous solution of an alkali silicate with an H type cation 
exchange resin to obtain silica gel, adding the silica sol to 
water to be treated in the presence of a metal ion, and 
aggregating a suspended product contained in the water. 

2 . The water treatment method according to claim 1 , wherein 
treating the aqueous solution of an alkali silicate with the 
H type cation exchange resin is a treatment for removing an 
alkali metal component contained in the aqueous solution of an 
alkali silicate through ion exchange by passing the aqueous 
solution of an alkali silicate through an H type cation exchange 
resin packed bed. 

3. The water treatment method according to claim 1, wherein 
the aqueous solution of an alkali silicate is an aqueous 
solution of sodium silicate. 

4. The water treatment method according to claim 1, wherein 
the metal ion is a metal ion having a valence of 1 to 3 . 

5. The water treatment method according to claim 1, wherein 
means of making the metal ion existent is to add at least one 
metal salt selected from a water-soluble metal chloride, 
sulfate and carbonate. 

6 . The water treatment method according to claim 1 , 4 or 5 , 



1 



wherein the metal Ion Is at least one metal Ion selected from 
Mn, K, Mg and Ca. 

7 . The water treatment method according to claim 1 , wherein 
a metal salt is added to the silica sol and the pH of the silica 
sol is set to 6 to 8. 
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